





Researcher Biography

Kurt Fresh, NOAA Fisheries

Kurt Fresh’s career in fisheries began when his father and mother bought him

his first fishing rod and reel. He became fascinated with fish: Why could you
find them in one place on Monday and another on Wednesday? Why did they
come in so many sizes and shapes? Eventually, his questions led him to a
Master’s degree at the University of Washington. He decided to specialize in

fish ecology because it integrates all things about the fish and their
environment. Salmon are the kingpin fish in the Pacific Northwest, and Kurt
eventually gravitated to the world of salmon ecology and estuaries. After 20
years at the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, Kurt moved
to NOAA, where he continues to conduct research on the estuarine ecology of
salmon. This includes working to understand the biological responses to
removal of the Elwha River dams, which is a oitca@-career experienee

dams, after all, are not knocked down every day!

Curriculum Writer’s Biography

lan Miller, University of California-Santa Cruz

lan Miller is a graduate student at the University of California at Santa Cruz,
where he is studying beach and coastal sediments and the ways their
movements create habitat for marine organisms. And yes, you guessed it, his
study site is the coastal zone in front of the Elwha River’s mouth. Prior to

starting graduate school, lan lived as a world traveler, as well as working as
the Washington Field Coordinator for the Surfrider Foundation and as the
Education Director of Olympic Park Institute. In his spare time, lan enjoys
immersing himself in cold salt water.
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Publication Partners

Olympic Park Institute

Olympic Park Institute is the major education partner for Olympic National Park. Our mission is to
teach field science and environmental education in an outdoor classroom to inspire a personal connec-
tion to the natural world and responsible actions to sustain it. Visit us online at yni.org/opi. The com-
plete learning unit can be found at OlympicParkInstitute.org or ElwhaScienceEd.org

Elwha Research Consortium

The Elwha Research Consortium is a strategic partnership between tribal and governmental agencies,
educational institutions, and community groups focused on understanding societal and ecological effects
of dam removal and ecological restoration activities in the Elwha River watershed and nearshore envi-
ronment in northwestern Washington State. For more information about the Elwha Project, please visit
www.elwhainfo.org for the Elwha Watershed Information Resource.

The Center of Excellence at Peninsula College

The Center of Excellence at Peninsula College offers education and training, research, and technical
services in environmental and applied sciences that solve problems and further economic opportunities
for businesses, governments, and communities of the Pacific Northwest. Please visit our website at
pc.ctc.edu/coe to learn more.

Barry, D., and D. Staab, editors. 2009. From the mountains, through the forest, and out to the ocean: Research
summaries for the Elwha Ecosystem Restoration Project. ElIwha Research Consortium Report 09-01. Port Angeles,
WA: Peninsula College. Some of the material in this report is based upon work supported by the National Science Founda-
tion under RCN Grant No. #0443527. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation. Images courtesy of Olym-
pic National Park, USGS, NOAA, Peninsula College, Olympic Park Institute, and the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe.



Elwha Research Learning Unit

This collection of seven research summaries was created by Olympic Park Institute, funded by
grants from the National Park Service’s Research Learning Network and the Elwha Research
Consortium. These research summaries capture some of the diverse and exciting science being
done in preparation for the upcoming Elwha River dam removals. All seven summaries are
examples of the important scientific work that will help us better understand the ecology of the
area and the effects of dam removal on the critters and habitats of the Elwha River ecosystem
and neighboring Strait of Juan de Fuca.
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